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DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERICOR
3 CANADA

Mining Lands and Yukon Branch,

Edmonton, Alta., Sept. 6th, 1918,
gSir, -

On the 30th ult,, I made an inspection of the Dingman
and other wells in the vicinity of Okotoks. On file 145286,
your memo., of the 12th of June last, I was requested to report
on the oil refineries in the Okotoks District.

In the proper sense of the term "Refinery", there are
none in that district. There are, however, three plants known
as "distillation" or "skimming" plants used merely .to separate
the gasoline from the kerosene and the kerosene from the heavier
OiISc

When the crude oil is taken from the well, it is placed
in 2 tank, and heated to a certain definite temperature, driving
off a vapor, which, when condensed forms the lighter oil known
a2s gasoline., This heating is continued at the same temperature
until no further vapor is given off. It is then assumed that
the gasoline has all been extracted.

The heat is then increased to a higher temperature, and
further vapor is given off. The resultant product, when condensed,
is the commodity commonly known as kerosene or coal oil, The
residue, after the gasoline and coal oil have been removed, is a
heavy thick oil which it is proposed to use in an absorptlon plant
referred to hereunder, -

! There are three of these plants in the Black Diamond
field, one at the Dingman well, one at the Prudential well, and
a third at the Southern Alberta well,

The great bulk of gascline and kerosene from this field
comes from the Southern Alberta wells,

These plants cannot in any way be classed as refineries,
for their purpose is not to refine but merely to separate the
lighter oils from the heavier,

o

Upon inquiring at the C.P.R. Station at Okotoks, I =5
found that up to the 31lst of July last, the total quantity of .
gasoline and coal o0il shipped from that Station, amounted to
634756 gallons, Local consumption amounts to 50 to 75 barrels
per month, so that up to the present time, about three-quarters
of a million gallons of gasoline and kerosene have been produced
from the Okotoks field,

A considerable flow of gas is found in many of the welIS;
This gas is utilized for power purposes in dr1111ng other wells,
and for operating the distillation plants referred to. ?

The location of the wells is about 40 miles from Cal- 7
gary. Owing to the distance and to the tremendous cost of riping, '
it would not be possible, or practical, at the present time, to
pipe this gas to Calgary for domestic or other purposes.

H.H.Rowatt, Esq.,
Controller, Mining Lands & Yukon Branch,
Department of the Interior,

Ottawa, Ontario, : ;
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